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1, Upon the outbreek of hostilities between the USSR and Germeay in the wuomer

of 1941, 10 “guara" divisions were formed in Leningred f n O
{(narodnoye opolcheniye). \ ht the
beginning of August 194i, this division; alomg with other divisions ol ine

Leningrad Front, left Leningrad and headed towards Estonis to Narva. Tae
divisicn spent two days entraining at the Warsaw station. Upom #rrival
&t Kotls the division commander received word rrom the commander of tne
Front to detrsin there and to await tna enemy and mot to procssd to Kingisapp,
since the enemy had occupied that town and was woving to meet us. | | ip-
structions, upon departure from Leningrad, had been tc dstrainm at Kivgisepp,
and to proceed from there on foct to Narva. These 25 kilometers wers to ke
covered im one movement on the day after unloading. No change im ordep:
occurred because the command at the Fromt was overcome with panic and da-
clded that Kingisepp hed been taken. As a result of this panic, the trcops
1ighting at Narve and swelting reinforcements in the form of cur Asvision
were cut to ribtbons.

2. On the day after detralning at Kotla, the division commander received new
orders, rescinding the previous two. The new order stated that the division
was to proceed on foot to the region of the Pyatnitakiy Mckh, and to sover
these 65 kilometers in a day and a half. (The Pyatnitekiy Mokn is lozated
helf way betveen Kingisepp and Narva.) Since the enemy could not advaace
through the forest, and the Kingisepp region is exclusively forest and
marshland; cur mission was to lure him into the Pyutnitakiy Mokh and e
Tinish him off there, The Germans, however, knew this locelity and
therefore 4id not go through either the Pyatnitskiy Mockh or the foresis,
Instead, they took the road from Narva towsrd Slantsy and seized comtrol
of the Kingisepp-Narva and the Kingisepp-Volosove-Pushkin rosds. Taus w=
found ourselves cut off from all roads. | |only slternatives wers to S0X1

. surrender to the ememy or to be engulfed by the Pyatnitskiy Mokn., The
supposedly "false" order was finmally recognized as harmful and 12 men of
the Front's steff were shot.

CLASSIFICATION  SECRET/SECURITY INFORMATION

STATE (Narny = Al g E¢IX DISTRIBUTION +
NAYYIX A ) LB/ [ ] |

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2014/11/04 : CIA-RDP82-00047R000200520008-3



Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release @ 50-Yr 2014/11/04 : CIA-RDP82-00047R000200520008-3

3¢

5

6.

YUAN

SECRET/SECURITY INFORMATICH

- 2 -

We vere encircled by the Germans for sight deys. The commaad finelly
concluded that the only way out for us was to surrender to the SNeLy .
On the eighth day the whole division and its etaff s with the excertisa
of 300 soldiers and two officers s surrendered to the enemy. Neartby wae
& highway which cut through the Volosov forest; the road; however, was
controlled by German light tanks. It was necessary to stay close to the
road and then run across it imto the woods on the opposite sids, from
vhere it was possible to proceed toward Gatchina and to by-pess Volosov,
However; since the command had turned traitor and did mot wisk io fighat,

- 1t went over to the enemy and left 300 men to their fate.

The remaining 300 men, plus about 500 more soldiers who had been wax = ing
about the woods, rushed across the hizhway. The Germsm tanks openad
machine-gun fire on us; the majority of men were left desd on the rosd
and only about 350 men reached the woods. Having reached Gatchina, we
found almost no one in the city since the towmspecple had been evacusted
to Leningrad. Thue, nine gusrd divisions recruited from men of the Homs
Guerd, who should have been used to support the regular army fighting on
the borders of the Baltic States, shamelessly perished--ss did also the
regular ermy itself in the course of August and September 1541. The
remnants of the soldiers and officers of the ten detachments snd raginents
drifted in groups and individuelly. Each man, upon reachimg Leuingrad,
which soon was encircled by the iron ring of the enenmy, was sent to =
so-called distribution point at Ne S0 Fortsnks end received s new Atk LR i
ment. The soldiers who had ssceped the emcirclement with esthusism
recounted their heroic deeds, looking to recognition of thsir acstions 4f
not as heroic, then at least as proof of their devoticnm. Learning of
this, the NKVD guickly screened these herc-emthusismsts. These Deoule
were kept under special surveillance snd later placed in disciplinery
companies, For some reason or other they were Jocked uponm witk swspi. iw5 0x1
by the NXVD.

| It must be noted that Leningrad was flooded

with soldlers at the beginning of the blockade, The Leningrad Pront.
then had under it the 55th Army, 42nd Army, 23rd Army, 2nd Shock Aray.
2lst Army and & whole group of separate regiments and units not naat Lf
any army but subordinate directly to the Front. Besides the Five srmiss
mentioned ebove there was also the 3bth ZSB with 65,000-75,000 men snd
seven penal divisions of the NKVD. The trouble with this imposing fowce B
which should have been able to break any encirclement ; was that it nad
neither tanks, airplanes, artillery and other equipment, nor riflss for
the soldiers or pistols for the officers. These armies had one rifle
for every 3-4 soldiers » cne revelver for three officers. 1n addition.
the rifies were old and rusty, and of Canadiap, Spanish; Finnish axd
verious other foreign makes. To add to this s there was 10 bread, sad
men were dying of hunger and disease. There was no leawndry or batis,

no underclothing or shoes. The men were literally freeziug “c deatn,
There were no horses, carts, trucks, mediclnes or other basic necesailes
for conducting & war.

The amount of war materiel and army equipment on hand at the beginniagc
of World War II was doubtlessly vast, but the powerful atteck of ths
Germans in the first months of the wer plus the confusion of the Soviet
Government itself, forced the army to sbandon everything and run or be
killed or teken prisoner. Besides this, German plares constantly raided
arsenals, tank parks and motor pools, airfields, fuel stores and food
depots.
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To During the night of 26 October 1941, the 56th Division occupied the
forverd lines on the so-called Uritsk sector. The forward limes were
located in the outskirte of the city /Leningrad/ beyond Avtovo II, mear
the Farel' hospital. In this sector of the front, over the &7-dsy period
from 27 October to 1% December 19%1, cur divisiom attacked these lines
with only rifles. During these attacks we lost 16,000 men and were re

- inforced three times. With 14,000 men we crossed over to the Kolpinmo-
Kresnyy Bor sector. On 23 December 1941 5 three divisions om our sector,
including mine, received orders from tke commarder of the 55th Army to
attack the enemy and to teke the town of Tosmo im order to gain control
of the Moscow-Leningrad railroad line and to delay the advence of tha
Germsns on Moscow, but here too we were unsuccessful., The S56th, 125%th.
and 72nd Divisions were almost completely annikilated; and we were unatle
to dislodge the Germans.

8. The next attempt to break through the ring of the blockade began simui-
“tapecusly on three sectors during the severe January frost of 1942. Intc
operatioms on the Kolpino-Mge sector were drswn all detachments of tae
55th Army; on the Uritsk sector the L2md Army went into action and on
the Pushkin sector the 13th sad 111lth Divisions began their attack. I
do not know the losses imcurred by other divisions snd umits » but my
division lost about 8,000 men. From April to 10 May 1942, in the Kolpimo
sector, we were ordered to collect all the corpses that had remained
unburied through the winter, because epidemics were fesred with the
coming of spring. The Izhersk plamt im Kolpino wes re-equipped for “he
cremation of the corpses, as there was no place to bury them; to the
Izhersk ovens alone were committed mors than 80,000 bodies 5 the eguivelent
of five and a half divisions. And this was only ome sector.

9. It would be a misteke to think that so many men perished from enemy ot iong
emong this number should be counted thoee who died from wounds breause
they were not removed from the battlefield; those who bled to desth,
those who froze to death, not to msntion those whe died from hunger. Iz
addition, when various regiments and battalioms began to retreat {although
the Germens were not attacking) the NXKVD pernal units in the rear of Lhe
advancing unite opened machime-gun fire upon the retreating men, wito
cries of "Porward; traitors!", snd moved down hundrsds of soldlers azd

officers. 50x%1
10, with this /56th/ division on this ssctor of the fromt
until July 1942, The divigion remained on the Kolpino sector until thne
breaking of the blockade, ie until 14 January 194k,
50%1
11. ‘ Lthe 36th ZSB (Reserve In-
fentry Brigede),[  |was formed at the end of 19%1 and was subordinate sox1

directly to the commander of the Leningrad Front. It acted es a sourse
of manpower for all detachments and units on the blocksded Leningrad
Front. Because of this, the brigade never had its own equipment or weauons.

12, The brigade and its steff was stationed in the suburb of Toksovo and had
under it the following military units: The LUtk ZSP (reserve irfantry
regiment), which was rermanently stationed ir the suburbes of Lenirmgrai
near Irinovka and which regularly comprised from 12,000 to 15,000 men;

& simlilar regiment--the 76th ZSP, with the same mmber of men--was lozaied
ir the Tcksovo area, together with brigade headquarters. Another suca
regiment, agein with the same muber of men, was the 386th Z8P, located

in Volkhov beyond Lake Ladoga. The 36th ZSB also had under it s so-called
FRB (reception and distribution bettalion), mumbering up to 15,000 men.

In addition, there were also nine BV (convalescent battalions), each with
up to 2,500 men, quartered on various streets inm lLeningrad. Thus, the 36th
ZSB regularly numbered from 65,000 to 75,000 men. The brigade, together
with its verious unite, made up four tull divisions.
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13. The main source of menpower for the brigade was the 386th ZSP. Constamtly,
contingents of draftees from oblasts of Siberia; Mongolia, Kszakhstan and
other places, were sent to the 3¥oth ZSP in Volkhov. From here the 3u6th
ZSP sent these men across Lake La§ogs toc the LOth and T6th ZSPs and the
PRBs; in summer the men went by ship, but in winter they travelled over
the famous ice-rosd over the lake. The men rempined up to ten days im
those regiments, and during that period were instructed frem 16 to 1o
hours & day in rifle and machine-gun marksmanship, and in the use of the
beyonet. During training the mep usged wooden dwmmy rifles. At the emd
of 10 days, they received uniforms, were drawn up imto companies for the
march and without weapons were sent under guard to the forward lines to
replace losses of divisions and units. There on the forward line, they
received wespons and occupied trenches. The second source of mampower
for the 36th ZSB was the 9th BV {comvalescent battelion). Imto this
battalion flowed men from ell the Leningrad hospitals, the former sick
and wounded who, after convalescence, sntered this BV and were kept thexe
for ten days. After this period, by order of brigade headquarters, they
were made up into companies and were aseigned to the front as resplacements
for detechments and units.

ik, By order of the commander of the Lenimgrad Front and the chief of the
Front's medical detachment, the hospitals were forced daily to give %o “he
BV seven per cent of the men then under trestment. Thus; every day
5,000 to 6,000 or more men entered the BV. It must be noted that aftier
convalescence the sick and wounded did not receive a furlough or were mot
demobilized. All of the soldiers and officers were subject to return to
the front, with the exception of emputees and the totally blinded. The
mejority of combatents on the Leningrad Front had been wounded three;
four, or more times and that meny times were sent back to the froat aftsr
treatment. They remained on the front until they were either killed cr
were go mutilated that they could not move without assistance. These are 50x1
the various functions which the 36th Z3B and its wnits filled. 50%1

50X1

15, {hospital
for slightly wounded) in Leningrsd. | 50%X1
\ | The hospitel was constantly
filled with up to 3,000 sick and wounded soldiers and officers. While 50X1
there I heard about the experimental use of new medicines on Soviet
goldiers.

50%1

l6|

When the battles for Stalingrad and the Kursk-Orel bulge were
ended end the initiative had passed imto the hands of the Red Army, the
Leningrad Front began to prepare energetically for the breeking of the
blockade, Throughout November 1943, the entire 2ed Shock Army plus *he 50x1
50th Merine Brigede were transferred by ship from Kronshtadt tarcugh the
Gulf of Finmlend to the reglon of Tamengont, socuth of Oranlembaum; to &
smell "scrap of ground" on which the army then held only eight populated
points. We were completely encircled on one side by the Guif of Fimiexd,
and on the cther by the Germans, who held Oranlenbaum. We stayed on tkis
“gerap of ground" until 14 Januery 194k4. During this time we did no®
make a single attack, and soldiers and officers were even summarily
sentenced to penal battalions for accidently firing their weapons. We
were afreid to stir up the Germans, beceuse if they had attacked; they
would have driven us without any difficulty or loss intc the Gulf of
Finland. :

50x1
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17, While we crossed the Fionish Gulf to Tamengont, the Germans left us alome,
although they knew that troops were being moved. However, in the days
following our arrival they did mot allow a eingle ship or barge with pro-
vigsions or smmunition to reach us but sank everything from the air. The
army literally was dying of hunger. At CT00 on 1k January, with the tenm-
perature at 28 degrees below freezing (centigrade) and in the midst of a
terrible blizzard, ocur srmy went into the attack. Our division had the
mission of breaking through a sector of tne front and of seizing the
village of Gory-Kolokol'ni, 20 kilometers away. That morning the entire
military machine went into ection on the Lenimgrad Pront. The rortifica-
tions at Kronshtadt that morning hurled et the enemy more shelis than
I had seen during the entire war. About twenty American-made plemes
appesred on the scene. Arter & six-hour bombardment and the work of ths
planes, to which there was nut a single return shot, we weat into the
attack. When at about midnight we hed teken Gory-Kolokol'ni, we learned
that we had been sttacking empty air. The Germens had guessed our secre:
and realized thet the game was up; therefore, two days beiore our oL~
fensive, they had quietly stolen awey snd hed gotten 80 far that we only
caught up to them st Porkhov, Pskov, Ostrov, Gdov, and other important
cities of Leningrad Oblast.

18. Although no one shot at us on 1i January 1944 and we advanced without
opposition, the division was short about 5 ;000 soldiers and officers
the next morning. Lining the 20-25 kllometers of our route were dead
or scarcely breathing, starving soirdiers. Exhausted, tney could not eveo
gtand up against the wind, feil down and couid not get up again; tully
conscious, and helpless they froze to desath or died of hunger in the sDOW.
By order of the commmnder of the Front, special brigades were chosesn by
the divisions to collect all weapons, cartridges, grenades, and clobiuug
from the dead. Soldiers and ofticers iay there without evem umderciothirag.
After several days, the local authorities compelled the populace uo soliect
and bury the dead. All of the liberated veople from young to old, men
and women alike, dug common graves and buried the naked dead. “The dsad
need nothing", seid the commander of the 1Ooth Corps, Lieutemant General
Tikhonov.

19. From Gory-Kolokol'ni my division moved to Gdov, burned by the Germsns

before their deperture. We tried to cross Lake Psipus in the directiom

of Estonie but were unsuccessful. On the open lake we suffered & tervivie
defeat and by order of the commander returnmed and again headed towards
Pskov. The taking of Pskov demanded incredible sacrifices. There tha
Germens had concentrated considerable forces snd barred the way into the
city. During the entire month of March and imto April we could not defeat
the enemy. At the junction of .the roads leading to Ostrov and Pskov, whers
we had to opem the route to the Baitic States, the warm weather wpexpactedly
began in early Aprii, the ground beceme covered with clover. The roais were
go cut up that all the trucks, guns, tenke, and horse trains remalned where
they were, down to their hubs in mud. It was inmpossible to reach the yromi
with smmmnition, fuel, end provisions. For three or four days we requis-
1tioned all of our food suppiles from the local populece. The soldiers
and officers, snd with them the pecple, began to starve. The army stopped
fightting and marched 35-40 kilometers on foot to m highway to waich army
depots had rushed supplies. 5o that the divieion could support iuisell

for 10 or 12 days while the road was being repaired; a whole regiment

of 2,500 men travelled on foot or on horseback in search of tood; every
other day, each soldier brought into the division supply depot ©-iU kilvs
of food., This food was used to maintein the troops of the remaining

units of the division. During this period our division had no success

in battles with the enemy on Leke Peipus.
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On 16 April 1944, by order of the srmy commander, we left Pskov ani went

to Toksove for reformation and rest. There our division traimed vigorously
during the month of May. On 10 June .94l my division was imcorporsted
temporarily into the 2lst Army, which was then located mext to the 23rd
Army; on that day we began the advance on Finlend. We croszed the river
Sestra, without encountering serious oppesition, took Terioki, Periciyarvi
and, on 20 June, Vyborg. Six kilometers beyond Vyborg the Finns stopped

-us on the very border which had been established ss & result of the war

of 1Y3Y-19%0, The Finns were entrenched in stone cliffs 100 or more

meters high, were well-camoufleged, and would not let us pass. In 12 days

of battle we did not advence & step; from their rocky heights the enemy
drained our last strength. Every day we had bundreds of desd and evea
more wounded., The Finne prevented smmnition and provisions from reszhing
the forwerd lines; we were also prevented from helping the wounded. It
was there that we were forced to stop and to end our campaign in Finland.

After the cepture of Vyborg, my division returned to the 2nd Shock Army
and was sent to Estonia. We merched on the city of Tertu in July. There
we met, for the first time, serious resistance from the enemy. In order
te break through the front emd to clesr the mine fields, 1,600 men, of

two pensl battalions, were sent ahead of the forward units. These mea
cleaned out all the mine fields and were blown up in the process. Mine
specialists seldom worked on the clearing of mime fields without using
members of pensl battalions. With the teking of Tertu the army grew
stronger. Food could be easily obtained; the soldiers lived quite well
off the eneny land. After ten days of rest, my division headed for Pvarnmu.
From Tartu to the outskirts of Pysrnu we did not mset a single German.

The Germans were trying simply to hold back owr offensive in order to

save their main forces. Thus there wes no particular opposition. However,
after capturing Pyarnu our division was sgain unlucky. On entering the
elty, the soldiers and officers broke into bssements and stores, where
they discovered an sbundsnce of liquor; assorted cognacs, liquers, vodka
etc. As a result, more than 1,500 men were poisoned, and of these more
than 900 died.

The city of Pyarou was entrusted to & garrison of not more than 25C men.
Two detachments of our 108th Corps left for Tellin and my division pro-
ceeded to Aynazhi to guard the coast of the Gulf of Riga. After thres
days march we reached Aymazhi, and nad not yet had time to take up
quarters when we received an order to return to Tartu. The five days
march from Aynazhl to Tertu exhausted the men, since they bad been moving
on foot from the time we left Leningrad.

It must be pointed out that the frequent shifting of troops from pliacze

to place, thus forcing them to lLeave campaigns unfinished and to return

to their old positions (all on foot), led to the army's complets exhaustion.
The grest shortege of men and complete abssmce or transport for both men
and equipment necessitated such shifts. If it hed not been for the sueil's
pace and disorganizetion caused by the umnecesssry shifting of troops,

the Soviet Army would have reached its goal mach mors guickly snd wouwid
8ls0 have gaved hundreds of thousands of lives in the process. These prim-
itlve methods of waging war--ebsence of transport, shortsge of men and
equipment, hauling of artillery by hand by bhungry and exhausted soliiers--
seem to confirm the theory that the Soviet Army feared s long, drswa-cut
war more than the Germans. The lengthening of the wer also incressed the
nupber of deaths from starvation.
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24, The positive Pactors bringing vietory to the Soviet forces were the streagih-

ening of the Soviet Army through American foodstuffs and egquipment, but most
important of all, the defection of Germary's allies, &8 & result of whish
the Germsns bad to withdraw dozems of detachments end units from the Festern
Front; I meed not mention the opening of the Second Frout. All these fa:tors
gaved the Soviet Army in spite of its primitive methods of warfare and senge-
legs troop shifting.

25, From Tartu our samy was tramsferred to Polamd., During August apd mosh ol
Septenber 1914-!{- , our leaders were umable to repair the damaged railway lime
to Estonie; and we again retwrmed on foot to Pskov. They were umsble t¢
repsir the railroed because there were meither specialists mor the required
material resources on hand; railz, ties, spikes and other materials. There
was alsc no truck tramsport available. After we had spent five days on the
march, covering the 150-160 kilometers from Tartu to Pskov; we received
reil tramsportetion for the first time in the var and we were moved to Folish
territory. During the second half of October 19ik, we detrsined in the Malkimo-
Gurno srea snd remsined there until 14 Jemuery 1945. Since thers was mothing
+o take from the Poles or to bring from the USSR, the army mgain begal to
starve, Until 14 Jamuary 1945, 1le the dsy our forces broke ‘through (German
defense fortifications, the army lived on half-ratioms, consisting exzlusively
of Americen products. :

26. on 14 Jenuary 1945, witkowt particular effort or loss on the part of the

Soviet Army, the German defense was broken im the Gmoymoye PEEIOR wAL e

. triumphantly merched towards Novyy-Dvur where we crogsed the Tistals wwl
marched on Kutne, Bydgoszcz ard Denzig. Our army, including my dlvisiow,
did not have eay particular combet mission. However, upon arrival at oy,
a suburb about 8-10 kilemeters from the ~ember of the city of Demuig, W=
were ordered either to drive the Germans imto the ses or to take “hem
prisener. The ememy had created sirong lefemses on. the approsches i
Denzig smd had organized sufficient resistance to emabls him to losd ais
army and equipment omto & grest mumber of ships, which had been held Lo
reserve. The Soviet command, im particular the coemender of the m¢ B3
russian Front, Marshal Rokossovsky, gev= sn ex¢ellent accounting of 1%
Rokossoveky *%oock ®ll steps poseible to prevent the ememy from esiapldy
unpunished. With the aid of sbout 20 planes almost all of the vesrels
heading out to sea wers suak., All of the Germams with the exceptiom af &
hendful vere drowned and there were few priscmers. However, the cermss
in Denzig, for some reason, refused to suwrrehder, &8 they had dome oD
othar sectors of the fromt. My division, approsching from the directiom g
Ory, was the first to emter the city and for the mext 16 hours parsicipsted

 in street fighting. Our lesses were camsidersble; in the 2866h Tuleptey
Regiment cnly 300 men survived. The othar regiments wers also hore wp L
the street fighting. In operation Danziz, the 108th Cerpe lost 3%k
of ite men., For the brilliast successes of our division in being wbe first
to enter Damzig, amd for the 16-hour straet battle, the divisiom recelvsd
the title "Suverov” and the mem were rewarded with decorstioms wod meds .s.

27. On 9 April 1945, ws left Danzig and headed for Stettin. Along She way we
met no resistance either because ctier uaits and dstachmsuts had precacst
us or because thers were no Germaps lsft; the latter is more probubly trus
In Btettin owr umit did not teke part in the battles for the clby. Is
general it was diffieult to determime who wis Pighting and who was g &t
and plundering the city. The city was -overcrovied with units and detés
and each wented to take adventage of the situstiom. They robbed, raped,;
burned and ren wild through the streets. R v ‘
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28, From Stettin, the 2nd Shock Army proceeded without rest to the island of
Ruegen and was entrenched there until after the German capitulation. It
was not until 11 May 1945 that we turned command of Ruegen over to the
50th Cavalry Corps, and set off for Stralsund, Greifswald, Anklam, Neu-
brandenburg, Waren, Gustrow, and Krulus, 24 kilometers from Schwerin.
There we paused and remained until 1 July 1945, fe until the day the
Allies moved back to the new occupation lines end we took over Schwerin,
Gadebusch, Wismar, Schoenberg and other cities.

29. To give a detailed account of our missions is almost impossible. With the
exception of geveral important batiles during the Leningrad blockade (which
consistently ended in defesat, \
end several other battles - at Vyborg in Finland, at Pskov, Tartu, and
Pyarnu, and finslly, the great battle for Danzig, we fought without combat
wissions. This was true becsuse the territory was too quickly cleared out,
or to be more precise, because our advance outstripped our orders from
above. Our active work consisted mainly in organizing the plundering of
German material resources and shipping them to areas deep within the USSR.
The German ermy and people were gripped by a terrible fear of the barbaric
Bolshevik-Communist marauders and ravishers. They ran from us not only to
the Allles but also burned, hung, shot and drowned themselves , anything
to escape the hands of the Soviet Army.
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